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Abstract 
       

        A descriptive and analytical study was conducted at (5) Hospitals: Al- Elwyia 

Maternity Teaching Hospital, Fatima Al- Zahra Maternity and Pediatric Teaching 

Hospital, Ibn Al- Baladi Maternity and Pediatric Hospital, Al Yarmook Teaching 

Hospital and Al- Karkh Maternity Hospital  in Baghdad City. The study started 

form the (25
th

) of March 2009 to the (30
th
) of June 2009, in order to assess nurse's 

knowledge and evaluate nurse's practices concerning infection control strategy in 

obstetrics and gynecology operating room. 

       Non- probability, a purposive sample of (50) female nurses who have been 

working for one year, at least, in the operating rooms is selected.     

        A questionnaire format is used for data collection which consists of (3) parts. 

The overall number of the items which are included in the questionnaire is (141) 

items. The first part is relative to the demographic data of the nurses, the second 

part (six sections) is concerned with nurse's knowledge, and the third part (four 

sections) is designed to evaluate nurse's practices. 

      The validity of the questionnaire is estimated through a panel of experts related 

to the field of the study. 

       The Reliability is estimated through a pilot study which is carried in Baghdad 

Teaching Hospital for the period from the 28
th
 of Feb 2009 to the 18

th
 of March 

2009, using test - retest of the knowledge and observation checklist for practices.  



        Data are analyzed through application of the descriptive and inferential 

statistical analysis.  

       The study conducted on all the female nurses who are working at operating 

rooms of  obstetric and gynecology are females, (40%) of them aged  (35) years 

and more, (42%) of them are secondary nursing school and midwifery school 

graduates, (60%) had  1 to 5  years of experience, and (64%) of them had no 

opportunity to be involved in training sessions.  

       The results indicate that nurses have adequate knowledge concerning general 

information about infection, infection control strategy, causes of infection, 

infection prevention, sterilization and disinfection, and healthy conditions of 

surgical room environment. 

       Concerning nurse's practices the finding indicates that nurses have inadequate 

practices regarding the standard precaution during wearing operation clothing, 

patient's preparation, and wash hands practices. However they have adequate 

practices concerning preparing tools and surgical instrument. 

        Concerning the relationship between nurse's knowledge and practices with 

some demographic characteristics, the study indicates that there is a significant 

relationship between nurse's knowledge and practices, their educational level and 

years of experience.  

       The study recommends that there is a need for an  orientation program for all 

new nurses, and a need for implementing an active updated educational activities, 

skills training to all the nurses and emphasizes the    importance of surveillance 

concerning infection control strategy in operating rooms of obstetric and 

gynecology. 

        Furthermore, nurses in operating rooms are urged to be strict concerning 

aseptic technique in all practices which are related to the infection control during 

surgery.  

     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


